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Excerpt  from:  "American  Journal  of  International  Law", 

Vol.  26,  No*  2  -  April  1932. 


THE  COI.mTTEE  OF  FXPIJtTS  FOR  THE  PROGRESSIVE  CODIFICATION 
OF  m:  KNATIONAL  LAW 

Work  of  the  Research  -  -  First  Phase 


V/ith  the  approval  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  a 
Reporter  was  named  for  each  of  the  three  subjects  which 
were  to  be  considered  at  the  conference  at  The  Hague, 
and  each  of  the  Renorters  was  assisted  by  special  advis¬ 
ers.  The  Reporters  named  by  the  Research  in  Interna ti*n- 
al  Law  were; 

(1)  Nationality  Richard  V;,  Flournoy,  Jr. 

(2)  Responsibility  of 

States  Edwin  M.  Borchard 

(3)  Territorial  V-'aters  George  Orefton  ilson 

• 

The  draft  conventions  prepared  by  the  Research  were 
published  in  April,  1929,  and  republished  in  a  special 
supplement  to  the  American  Journal  of  International  Lav/, 
vol  23,  No.  2  (Anril,  1929).  Copies  of  the  volume  con¬ 
taining  these  drafts  were  circulated  by  the  Secretary- 
General  of  the  League  of  Nations  to  the  Governments  in¬ 
vited  to  be  represented  at  the  Hague  Conference.  The 
Research  also  published  in  1930,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Division  of  International  Law  of  the  Carnegie  Endowment 
for  International  Peace,  a  Collection  of  Nationality  Laws 
of  Various  Countries,  edited  by  Richard  W.  Flqurnoy,  Jr., 
and  Manley  0.  Hudson,  ^he  publications  of  the  Research 
were  frequently  referred  to  at  the  Conference  at  The 
Hague  in  1930j  and  that  Conference  adopted  a  recommendat¬ 
ion  as  follows: 

The  Conference,  highly  appr/'cieting  the 
scientific  work  which  has  been  done  for 
codification  in  general  and  in  regard  to 
the  subjects  on  its  agenda  in  particular, 
cordially  thanks  the  authors  of  such  work 
and  considers  it  desirable  that  subsequent 
.conferences  for  the  codification  of  inter¬ 
national  law  should  also  have  fresh  scientific 
work  at  their  disposal  and  that  v/ith  this  ob¬ 
ject.  international  and  national  Institutions 
should  undertake  at  a  sufficiently  early  date 
the  study  of  the  fundamental  questions  of 
international  law,  particularly  the  prin¬ 
ciples  end  rules  and  their  application,  with 
special  reference  to  the  points  which  are 
placed  on  the  agenda  of  such  conferences. 


Work  of  the  Research  -  -  Second  Phase 

In  February,  1929,  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Research  decided  to  undertake  the  preparation  of  draft 
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conventions  on  the  four  additional  subjects  which  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  .'Jxperts  to  be  "sufficiently 
ripe  for  codification."  With  the  approval  of  the  Advisory 
Committee,  the  following  Reporters  were  selected  for  these 
subjects: 

(1)  Diplomatic  Privileges  and  Immunities  -  - 

Jesse  S.  Reeves 

(2)  Legal  Position  and  Functions  of  Consuls  -  - 

Quincy  Wright 

(3)  Competence  of  Courts  in  regard  to  Foreign  States  - 

Philip  C.  Jessup 

(4)  Piracy  ----------  -Joseph  W.  Bingham 

The  Reporter  on  Diplomatic  Privileges  and  Immunltie: 
Mr.  Jesse  S.  Reeves,  has  been  assisted  by  Mr.  Lawrence 
Preuss  as  Research  Assistant  end  by  the  following  advisers: 

Frederic  R.  Coudert,  New  Yark  City 

Francis  Deak,  Columbia  University 

Edwin  D.  Dickinson,  University  of  M-chigan 

Clyde  Eagleton,  New  York  University 

A.  H.  Feller,  Harvard  University 

James  Vv.  Garner,  University  of  Illinois 

Green  H.  Hackworth,  Department  of  State 

Herbert  C.  Hengstler,  Department  of  State 

John  V.  A.  MacMurray,  Johns  Hopkins  University 

Pitman  B,  Potter,  University  of  visconsln 

Julius  I.  Puente,  Chicago 

Jackson  H.  Ralston,  Palo  Alto 

James  Brown  Scott,  Carnegla  Endowment 

Daniel  C.  Stanwood,  B-^wdoin  College 

Ellery  C.  Stowell,  American  University 

John  B,  ’'hitton,  Princeton  University 

Francis  C.  De  Wolf,  Deoartment  of  State 

Lester  H.  V/oolsey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Quincy  Wright,  University  of  Chicago 


Meetings  of  reporters  and  advisers  have  been  held  as  folic w' 
Diplomatic  Privileges  and  Immunities: 


New  York: 
New  York: 
Washington 
New  York: 
Ann  Arbor: 


January  21  and  February  1,  1930 
December  5>  6,  1930 
;  April  19,  21,  23,  1931 

October  23,  24,  25,  1931 
December  il,  12,  13,  1931* 


(Pages  10,  11  &  13) 
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ADOPTED  AT  HAVANA 


PoTovc!"!  O-fploinatic  officers  may  not 
he  J.rsmest.lc  or  foreign  politics  cf  the 


Diplomatic  officers  shall,  in  their 
cetionr*  address  themselves  to  the 


official  commu 


Minister  o 


c  accredited*  Communications 


ail  also,  be  made  through  the  said 


Minister  or  Se 


Section  IV  -  Immuni 


414141  ^  +  ^^**’««*  ♦¥ 


Artlcl^l:  Dip.loMstlc  officers  are  exempt  from  all 
civil  or  criminni  ^u'-l.sdrlct.lon  of  the  State  to  which  they 
are  accredited;  they  m.37  not,  except  in  the  case  when  dul^ 
authorized  by  their  governnetit,  waive  Jr.munity,  be  prose¬ 
cuted  or  tried  unless  it  be  by  the  courts  of  their  ol^h 


country. 

« 

>  Article  2^.  The  immunity  from  Jurisdict 
the  tenure  of  office  of  dip.'.onstic  off:' cere  iri^far  as 
regards  actions  pertainfng  ther^'t'*;  it  ms^not,  however, 
be  Invoked  in  respect  to  other  actions  except  while  dis¬ 
charging  their  ■^iploT'’t1r  function?. 


survives 
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